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% Difference in Per Pupil State and Local Funding 

between High- and Low-Poverty Districts (2015)

Indiana: 17% more 
on poor districts

Pennsylvania: 33% 
less on poor districts



Sources of Pennsylvania Education Funds
2018-19
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Initial Research - 2014



PA Has a Fair Funding Formula

• Divides up state funding to 500 districts based 
on actual needs, using factors like:

– # of students

– Poverty

– Local taxing capacity

– English language learners

– Population sparsity

• Only 11% of current state funding goes 
through the fair formula; 89% is distributed 
the old unfair way.



2019-20 – Fair Funding vs. Actual Funding



2019-20 – Fair Funding vs. Actual Funding



2019-20 – Fair Funding vs. Actual Funding



2019-20 Inequity per District
Color by Racial Makeup



2019-20 Average Inequity per % White Quintile



Pottstown Comparison



York Comparison



Pottstown Cumulative Shortchanged $



Racial Inequity Is Getting Worse

2019-20

Average Per-Student Inequity per % White Quintile

2016-17



2019-20 Winners and Losers



DC Emancipation Act of 1862

⚫ Signed by President Lincoln

⚫ Ended slavery in Washington, DC

⚫ Compensated slaveholders almost $1M



Gov. Wolf’s Budget Proposal

⚫ Distribute ALL 2020-21 funding through formula

⚫ Add $1.15B of new funding solely for districts 

who would otherwise get a decrease in funding 

(Historic Privilege Retention Supplement)

⚫ Add $200M of new funding through the formula



Current Actual vs. Formula



Wolf Plan vs. Current Funding



Wolf Plan vs. 100% Formula of Wolf $



Per-Student Inequity by Race

2020-21
Wolf Proposal



Per-Student Inequity by Poverty

2020-21
Wolf Proposal



Distribution of

"Historic Privilege Retention Supplement"  


